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man. What reason then could have induced Government to
condemn a soldier who had obtained military orders, and a re-
spectable diplomatic character, to assume the dress of a woman,
when his boldness, his propensities, his constant habits, his love
intrigues, and even his beard and his figure, gave the lie to his
dress! Some politicians think that they have found the reason
of this strange conduct on the part of the Government in the
means that intriguing character had made use of to succeed in
his secret diplomacy, and which were such, they say, that the
discovery of his real sex might have lowered the dignity of the
French Government, and disturbed the peace, as well as sullied,
the honour of many families, in which D'Eoii had been received
with that unbounded confidence which women grant to a woman
only. They strengthen their opinion by the report current in
Paris, when the Chevalier was ordered to assume female attire,
that he had the alternative of obeying, or ending his days in the
Bastille, in consequence of the irregularities he had committed
under cover of the sex to which he had pretended to belong, to
ensure the success of his secret diplomatic negotiations. This
conjecture is still further confirmed by the testimony of two of
his former schoolfellows, who, on hearing a report which they
were positive was unfounded, were impelled by curiosity to visit
D'Eon. They found him in bed. " What will you have me
do ?" said he, when they had explained the object of their visit ;
" they have ordered me to be a woman, and I wear petticoats by
command of the King."'

From this kind of declaration D'Eon never swerved,
always maintaining that he was forced to pass for a
woman, and it wfll be remembered that when resisting
the pressure put upon him by Beaumarchais, he re-
minded that unyielding negotiator that it was Louis XV.
and the Duke d'Aiguillon, Louis XVI. and the Count
de Vergennes, and the de Guerchy family who de-
manded his metamorphosis.

The theory put forward by Gaillardet, that D'Eon
himself confirmed the general belief in his being a
female, is based upon two passages in letters to Beau-.   The <at the arrival of
